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BBQ PACK OFFERS!!! 


THE "PARTY PACK" 
|e Coyeelaeet-lelomeleclom cote! 
Je Coseelocet-lelomxeltieselamotiexes 
WU ETererlicce Ms Delatcemeete <oomnettyel 
Homemade sausage 


£2.80 Per Person 





THE "FEAST" 
Je Coseelocetlelomrteclom covtr-! 
Je Coseelocetlelomxeltresslamotiexas 
AU ETeretlcce Ms Delatciemeelecoemsettyel 
Homemade sausage 
AY Chore Beeler Imo mbeettelrceM ole-TUCleclom <clorlo 
JEiteMeorubsetluterireem (ole-lM elere iret. 
£5 Per Person 


The "BEAST" 
Je Coseetocetlelometeslom covar 
Je loyeeloeetlelomxetissslamotieias 
AY Everest lice @ Derstjemorlocoemnertael 
Homemade sausage 
AY Chore Beeler ime absetteltceM Cole-TMtleelol <clor-lo) 
JWEiteMeyabect-teterircel (ele-1 Melee eciterl.< 
JEtbemeymiier hreyeloe Wo) 0) OM ele l Babel mcitel. 
£7.50 Per Person 


@) eKoreromyelttapeet-letet-(e(cam OriitreMm @lett elaine B-releloleu mm) 01 Oe 
WY (Selioeetelec le oC le mas) oma MoselesMem wlemcan)e las 
Please pre-order to avoid disappointment 01789 7502138 








WELCOME 


You know that Summer has arrived from the smell of barbeques wafting over village 
gardens, the wasp gang turning up (uninvited as usual) to cause havoc at family picnics 
and by the advent of a few days of hot weather causing some of us to complain about 
...well, just how hot the weather 1s. And in Welford there are the ever-popular summer 
events taking place in the village, for example the Street Fair and the Open-Gardens 
Scheme both of which proved to be hugely successful again this year as you will read later 
on in the magazine. 

Also in Issue 6 we publish a summary of Welford’s Neighbourhood Development Plan 
which is with Stratford District Council for final ratification and approval before being put 
before all Welford’s residents for their support. The Plan is important to all of us as it 
should ensure that future developments in the village and the wider parish are undertaken 
in a way that meets the wishes of the residents. 

I was interested to read about the progress, and sheer scale, of the Heart of England 
Forest project, a charity founded by the late Felix Dennis and based in neighbouring 
Dorsington - literally on our door-step. As well as an article summarizing the project, 
there are details of how you can get more involved. 

In this issue we are starting a serialisation of a fascinating insight into the River Avon 
and specifically its relationship and influence on Welford over the centuries. We have 
Barrie Russell to thank for his knowledge, research and writing skills. These, and all our 
regular features, should hopefully make this issue both informative and enjoyable to read. 

Finally, as readers will know, the team at Welford Matters is committed to ensuring that we make the magazine 
available free of charge to all permanent residents of the village. However the interest expressed in the magazine has been 
incredible and we have received numerous requests to make copies available to a wider readership, often from people who 
have moved away from the village and who would still like to stay in touch. To meet this demand we have decided to 
introduce a subscription service whereby, for the payment of a small fee, copies of the magazine will be delivered by post 
to anywhere in the UK. Details of this scheme are on page 5. Spread the word! 

Richard 





Dates for 2017 / 2018 Thank you to our sponsors 


Deadline Publication ‘ ‘ 
Issue for articles & Distribution Welford on Avon Parish Council 


The Parish Church of St Peter 
Simon and Gill Carter 


#8 (Nov/Dec) 17:00, 3 Nov 18/19 Nov Paul and Jan Stewart 
plus others 


#7 (Sep/Oct) 17:00, 8 Sep 23/24 Sep 


#9 (Jan/Feb) 17:00 12 Jan 27/28 Jan 


We do receive payment from adverts, but it is thanks to the 


#10 (Mar/Apr) 17:00, 2Mar 17/18 Mar sponsors that we can provide Welford Matters to the village free 
of charge. If you, or someone you know, would like to sponsor 
#11 (May/Jun) 17:00, 11 May 26/27 May the magazine and help us contine to develop Welford Matters, 


please contact Norman at welfordadverts@gmail.com 





WELFORD MATTERS Disclaimer 

Editor: Richard Ham Whilst the Publishers welcome material for publication in Welford Matters, they do not 
Treasurer: Norman Leece guarantee that any item submitted will be included or will appear in a particular issue, and the 
Layout and Design: Matthew Winston | Editor reserves the right to edit or shorten items which are used. Publication is in good faith 
Distribution: David Nicholls and does not imply accuracy of the content or agreement with the views expressed. 


Website Co-ordinator: Colin Winston | Contributors’ names will be published with their respective articles unless specifically 
requested otherwise 


COVER PHOTO: taken from welfordonavon.com July | August 2017 * Welford Matters 3 


= a = a ' : ’ “s 
=— * 4 i é 1 a. 
“* »- ‘CE , 7 =" J 
4 ‘ee ae, ee i: 


ier 


Welford Brownies have been very 
lucky to be involved with the opening 
of a new pottery and craft studio at 
Bonds Antique Centre on the 
Evesham Rd. The owner, Nina, 
supplied all the materials and helped 
the girls to make some paper maché 
butterflies — she even cleared up all 
the sticky mess! We then spent a 
great evening at the studio getting 
arty and painting and decorating the 
butterflies. The girls thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves and came up with 
some beautiful and original designs. 
These are now on display at the 
pottery. So thank you Nina. 

We hope you have been enjoying 
the beautiful tubs of flowers on the 
Maypole Green which the Brownies 
planted in May and have each taken a 
turn to water. The girls will continue 


Recycle your stamps 
Birmingham City Mission (BCM) is working in 
association with Fundraising Stamps to raise funds by 
recycling stamps. £11 is donated direct to us for every kilo 


collected. 


Beautiful Butterflies! 


Oq Ie, 


to do this throughout the summer. It 
is a very practical way for the girls to 
keep their Brownie Promise and serve 
their community. Thank you to all 
the staff at the village shop that fill 
the watering can for us. 

We have been delighted to 
welcome 4 new Brownies this term. 
Mia, Morgan, Charlotte and Darcy all 
made their Brownie Promise 1n front 
of family and friends. However we 
will be sorry to say goodbye to Anna 
and Mia B. who are off to Guides. 
We wish them well and hope they get 
to enjoy lots more exciting 
opportunities. 

Welford Brownies meet on 
Thursdays during term-time from 6- 
7.30pm in the school hall. 

Margaret Formby 


Please help us by cutting any British and international 
stamps from your post, leaving no more than I1cm of 
envelope around the stamp, but not trimming too close. 
Perhaps you can enlist the support of your friends, 
churches, local groups or businesses in collecting. 
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Would you be interested in giving 
Guiding’s opportunities to more 
girls in Welford? 


Being a leader is extremely 
rewarding and great fun! 


No experience is necessary and 
full support is given. 


We would love to offer: 
- Rainbows to girls aged 5-7 
- Guides to those aged 10-14 


For more information 
please contact 
margaret.formby@btinternet.com 
or visit 
www.girlguiding.org.uk 


Then send the stamps to Birmingham City Mission, 59 
Mitre Copse, Bishopstoke, Eastleigh, Hants SO50 8QE. 

To order FREE pre-paid envelopes for sending in 
your stamps, or for more information contact Fundraising 
Stamps at fundraisingstamps.com or call 07599 830 966. 





Community 


Welford Natters 


Write to welfordmatters@gmail.com 


Heart of the Matter 
May I address a plea via your good offices please? We 
have two defibrillators in the village - one in the Bell car 
park and the other at the Memorial Hall. But what should 
we do in the event of need? How 1s the apparatus unlocked, 
how is it used, who is authorised/trained to use it etc? 

Any chance of instruction by a relevant qualified person. 
Training in the Hall followed by a chat in the Bell perhaps! 
Bill Hazzledine 


Hopefully someone will get in touch to organise training, in 

the meantime information is available on the Parish Coucil 

website: welfordonavon.com/information/defibrillators-aeds 
- Ed 
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The Fat Dads are Welford's veteran 
football team. We play every 
Thursday evening between 8.30pm 
and 9.30pm on the all weather 4G 
pitch at Meon Vale. 

You neither have to be fat nor a 
dad to come along and join us. Our 
skill levels vary tremendously and 
would welcome any potential 
members. 

In the football season we play a 
full 90 minute game against other 
local villages once a month on a 
Sunday, kick off 10.30am. 














These include Ilmington, Ettington, 
Honington, Kineton, Sibford and a 
few others. Last season the combined 
age of our back four was 210+ 

If you fancy a game please come 
along. We operate a pay and play 
system of £5.00 per game or a full 


Subscriptions 


Over the past few months we have received a number of 
enquiries concerning the availability of Welford Matters 
in printed form outside of Welford. As readers will 
know it is our intention to keep this magazine free of 
charge and delivered to every permanent resident of the 
village but the economics and logistics don’t allow us to 
do the same for people living farther away. 

However, such has been the demand for the magazine 
to be made available more widely that it has been 
decided to launch a trial subscription service. For a 
subscription price of £10.00, the next three issues of 
Welford Matters will be mailed to your home address 
soon after publication. This trial will take us through to 
the January/February 2018 issue and we will then 
review the popularity of the scheme before 
introducing it on a regular basis with annual (6 
issues) subscriptions. 

Wherever you live, if you are interested in 
receiving your own personal copy of 
Welford Matters by post then please 
email welfordmatters@gmail.com with 
your name and address and we will 
get back to you with details of how 
you can pay your £10 subscription 
for Issues 7, 8 and 9. 










year's subs at £90.00 for 52 weeks 
and all Sunday games. 

Contact FatDads FC via our Captain 
James Kimpton, mobile 07711 
887805, email 
jameskimpo@btinternet.com 

James Kimpton 


July | August 2017 * Welford Matters 5 


Telematclal 
= (=Youd dlor-], 


For all your electrical requirements 


BS/6/1 Part P Registered 


Phone: 01789 750861 


Mobile: 07970 138451 


6 Chapel Close 
Welford on Avon 
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=BAYMOT. 


= Building and Construction — 
Registered 40 years August 2014 


e HOUSE EXTENSIONS ° 
e ALTERATIONS « 
1. COTTAGE RENOVATIONS - 
f Free estimates 
Plans drawn & submitted 


Complete reliable service 


mt Loxley House, Barton Road, Welford 

™=07771 541 305 or 01789 750 900 
4 baymotconstruct@aol.com FMB 
 www.baymot.com 


We already look after over 
| and we'd love 
to bring your lawn to life too! 


We offer seasonal ‘weed and feed’ treatments 
that will keep your lawn looking lush, green and 
weed-free. 


_ We also provide: 


./ Hollow-tine aeration 

/ Scarification 

/ Oasis water conserver 

/ Lawn pest & disease control 
/ SlowMow - growth regulator 


GreenThumb 


LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE 





This term in History Society we have travelled back in 
time to the medieval era. We have learnt about the Battle 
of Hastings and our local Norman castle in Warwick 
before making our own paper Norman castles. In addition, 
we looked at the Bayeux Tapestry, designed our own 
Bayeux Tapestry and even learnt some Latin! 

In our final meeting, we discovered a local primary 
source: the Welford entry in the Domesday Book. We 


Brad Plimmer 


found out what our village was like almost 1,000 years 


Dog Waste Bins 


No matter how you look at it, picking 
up dog poop is not a pleasant task. 
Many dog owners probably think that 
picking up their dog’s poop is a 
necessary evil. Despite the mess and 
stink of picking up your dog's waste, 
cleaning up after your dog is an 
important component of keeping the 
whole environment clean. 

Following on from numerous 
comments by local Welford 
Parishioners, a new Dog Waste bin 
has been installed along the Avon 
River walk, where the path meets the 


top of Weston On Avon. It is hoped 
that this will reduce the amount of 
dog 'poop' that is either left in situ or 
dumped on the side of the path in a 
bag, as previously no nearby bin was 
available. 

Failure to clean up dog fouling can 
lead to an on the spot fine of at least 
£50.00 by the local council. 

Dog Owners, help keep our village 
and environment clean, use the 
provided bins. 

Thank you 
Cllr James Kimpton 





Community 





ago and created our own illuminated manuscript. 

Next term, we are looking forward to welcoming both 
existing and new members to the History Society to 
cultivate their passion for history. Each member will 
become a real historian by researching any topic of their 
choice and creating a high quality portfolio of primary and 
secondary sources to keep forever. 
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Gardening 
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PEAK OF PERFECTION 


Garden displays reach their crescendo 
of perfection by mid-summer. With 
June “busting out all over” we are 
spoilt for choice with superb roses and 
glamorous gladioli to pick for the 
house, sumptuous herbaceous peonies 
and stately delphiniums exploding in 
the borders, and walls, trees and 
shrubs extravagantly decorated with 
clematis. Shrubs like cornus, cistus, 
philadelphus, fuchsias (which flower 
for months), choisyas, lavenders, 
hydrangeas and viburnums join the 
summer display with their party-dress 
flowers, and many are also delightfully 
fragrant. 

Trees and shrubs have now 
developed their new leaves — although 
this year has been so dry that some 
foliage and flowers have been unable 
to grow quite as large and lush as ina 
more normal season. If you have time, 
deadhead your camellias, 
rhododendrons and azaleas and they 
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will quickly send out new shoots just 
below the old flower-heads; then 
regular feeding and watering will 
quickly initiate next year’s flowers. 
Deadheading roses and clematis, too, 
will extend considerably their 
flowering period (if they set seed, they 
consider their work is done for the 
year). If you have a hot, dry, well- 
drained spot, try Fabiana violacea — it 
has been in flower for nearly 6 weeks 
already! Irises, with their flamboyant 
flowers, have finished for this year so 
now is a good time to divide the 
rhizomes. Pinks and carnations have 
just about finished flowering, so 
unflowered shoots are ideal to use as 
cuttings. In fact, July is an ideal time 
to take cuttings of many shrubs; use 
semi-ripe wood if possible, and keep 
the cuttings moist and out of direct 
sunshine. 

The understorey, also, has filled out 
with hostas, heucheras, brunneras, 


podophyllums, ferns, and all the 
reliable ground-cover plants like 
bugle, campanulas and geraniums 
(Geranium ‘Rozanne’ is superb). 
Salvias and dahlias are beginning their 
long-lasting displays, and colourful 
alliums have burst onto the scene (and 
will continue to provide decoration 
with their structural seedheads) while 
stately lilies add their magnificent 
trumpets to the display. The pinks and 
mauves of Origanums and steely blues 
of eryngiums last for weeks, while 
annuals like cosmos, sweet peas, 
foxgloves, poppies, seem to pop up 
everywhere (frequently in surprising 
places). 

Personally I am now hoping for 
some serious rain, as many plants have 
been exhibiting stress due to the lack 
of water this year — but only at night, 
please!! 

Glenis Dyer 


























é STRATFORD 
Roe SELF STORE 


CO.UK 


GRAFTON 
DEVELOPMENTS 


A trusted building contractor established since 2002, providing Renovating? | 
quality extensions and alterations from design to completion. Moving house? : 


Listed building works undertaken, with all works fully insured. Need space ff 
Many high level local references available upon request. Downsizing? : 


” SELF STORE UNITS 


R f unit ilabl 
Please contact Mr Nick Bromley for any enquiries poe yy, ites ie 
80 Victoria Road, 4 Top security 
Bidford on Avon. i ; Bl R24 24 hour access available 
Alcester, B50 4AR | ‘ * | | iW Bilekeeser ce 


_ 8 NO long term commitment 
VAN HIRE 


Various van sizes available 
P4 Half & full day hires 
Very competitive rates 


email - nbromley83@yahoo.co.uk 
tal - 01798 491214 or 07740431702 





Looking for DIINS, 


Curtains or [ez 
shutters ? Miede AAMe meore, gin 


rh 





a Se 
= Tlayeste me dalejaeM =) life tss 
Comparing like-for-like, nobody beats Thomas Gilbey Interiors when it comes to sheer value-for-money... the 
combination of quality products, highly competitive prices, and top flight customer service, plus the peace of mind 
you get with a 10-year guarantee. 
You might also like the fact that we offer the area's biggest choice - by far. Whatever you want, we've got it! 
Better choice... better value... and better service... plus we're | Verticals | Venetians | Rollers | Intu Blinds | Pleated Blinds | 









a Which? Trusted trader as well! What more could you ask for! Senses Blinds | Wood Venetians | Roof Light Blinds 
Call us anytime, and we'll bring our mobile Blind and Curtain | Perfect Fit Blinds | Made to Measure Curtains | Romans 
Studio right to jailed home or business - any day, evening or | Conservatory Blinds | Mirage/Vision Rollers | Shutters 

a ™m weekend. See the latest styles ee a 


with no obligation. AGVICE 1S TEC, a : 01789 490889 


p=. Measuring is free, and 
== Our Mobile 


pred ae 07967 480359 
| Visit us online at WWW.tgiblinds.co.uk 
Our Price Promise 


bert M.D ryoutindthatyoucculdbuythesme THOMAS Gil ale lauralele- 
_ duality of product and standard of service, Salford Priors, Evesham, Worcestershire, WR11 8XP. 

| Fitted in, a y etle aS" at a lower genuine cost from any other = Heanor 
Nee = J tater] supplier, v= | maats|/ CHa mals price.” Free fitting excludes Express Curtain Collections. “We price match only local ¢ cua ahs ts ‘be ape quet are 

















Meon Vale Activites 


Nosh and Natter 

Lunches for older and disabled people held on the second 
Monday in the month. 11:30 am to 2 pm at the Ashwin 
Suite, Stratford Agri Park 

14 August Late Summer Lunch 

11 September Pasta Bake 

9th October Harvest Lunch 

Cost £7.00 per person, Transport can be provided (£3 
return) 


Trips 4 U (suitable for 55+) 

Forthcoming day trips — Come along and enjoy the day. 
Plenty to see and do — Comfort Stops either way — 
Johnsons Coaches 

Monday July 17 Weston Super Mare 

Depart 9 am to arrive 11.45 am 

Return 4.30 pm to arrive 7.15 pm 

Po oen person: 

Friday September 22™ Stamford Market 

Cancelled due to lack of interest. 

Monday November 20“ Chatsworth House Bakewell, 
Derbyshire 

Visiting the Christmas Market with over 100 stalls 
offering a wide range of Christmas Gifts and decorations, 
crafts, homeware, seasonal produce, toiletries and 
clothing. Enjoy mulled wine cider and German beers and 
delicious food on the day or to take home. Exclusive 
ranges to Chatsworth. Plus a guided tour of the house at 
3:45 pm. 

Depart 9:30 am to arrive 12:45 am (Comfort Stop at 
Findern Nurseries, Burton on Trent) 

Return 5:30 pm to arrive 8 pm 

£40 per person. 

Wednesday 17 January 2018 Birmingham Hippodrome 
Matinee 

Performance of Cinderella with Matt Slackford playing 
Buttons. Other cast members yet to be announced. Cost 


£35.00 including transport and ticket. See the next issue of 


Welford Matters for more details. 


Community Bingo 

Meon Vale Village Hall 

Fridays: July 28", August 25", September 29", 7pm for 
7.30pm start: Children over 10 welcome. Great Prizes and 
Tombola: Refreshments at interval: no bar — bring your 
own. 


Date for your Diary: - Trip to Weston Super Mare for 
parents, toddlers and babies August 17th. Children and 
Babies are free - Adults £10 


Community 


The Ark 

(Messy Church — ideal for families) 

Activities, craft, singing and finishing with refreshments. 
First Saturday in each month, 5 August, 2"¢ September, 
7 October, 4:30 pm — 5:45pm. Come and join in the 
family fun ending with a hot meal, fruit, cake and squash 
Contact Revd. Ros on 751546 or Barbara on 720630 


Phone Buddies 
We are looking to start "Phone Buddies" to help lonely 
older people offering a befriending scheme providing a 
little bit of company and friendly social contact; plus it 
helps to reduce feelings of loneliness and increases 
motivation and confidence. This regular chat also provides 
a vital link into the community to those who can be 
socially isolated because of restricted mobility or lack of 
accessibility to public transport. 

If you “want a buddy” or “wish to be a buddy” then 
please contact Revd. Ros Greenhalgh 01789 751456 or 
Barbara Craig 01789 720630 for further information. 


Meon Fun Fest 

August Saturday 19" Starts at 2 pm till late. Sports 
Events, Treasure Hunt, Raffle, Tombola, Tea & Cake, 
Bouncy Castle, Face Painting and Bar. For more 
information look out for posts on Facebook and posters 


Parent/Carer, Toddler and Babies Group 

Every Thursday 10:15 am to 11:45 am at Meon Vale 
Village Hall. No charge - come along and enjoy, special 
Babies Corner, play, craft, singing and fun. Refreshments 
are supplied. A good meeting place for Mums, Dads, 
Grandparents — all welcome. Open over school holidays 
when older siblings are welcome. 


For more information about any of the event listed, please 
contact me. 

Barbara Craig 

720630 






St. Peter's 


Come along and join 
the family fun! 
Crafts, Music, Bible 
Based Celebration, 

Refreshments =z 


in the Memorial Hall, Welford 
from 4 to 5.30 pm 
on Sunday 8th October 2017 
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Your Local Leading Supplier of Waste Management Solutions 
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Skip Hire Site Tipping 
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Aggregates Site Waste 
& Topsoil Reports 


We provide a total waste management service for the 
reduction, reuse, recycling, recovery and disposal of waste. 


Owning and operating an extensive fleet of vehicles in 
addition to our modern waste transfer station. 


Call today to see how our services can be 
custom made to benefit your business 





, oe 01386 841181 g Buckle Street | Honeybourne 
BU DG T Evesham | Worcestershire 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


4 sales@budgetskips.com WR11 70E 








Which way? 


No doubt many of you are turning 
your thoughts to the summer 
holidays and I’m sure there will be 
many interesting destinations and 
routes followed — to the airport, the 
seaside, the countryside, to the cross 
channel ferries... 

And as you plan your journey, 
you might well turn to the old 
fashioned road map, or maybe you 
rely on the satnav or perhaps the app 
on your phone. 

A few weeks ago, I set off on a 
journey. I duly took notes and paid 
attention to the warning that 
extensive road works at one 
particular place might cause 
confusion, but was assured that I 
would have no problem finding the 
right road now that I was pre-warned. 

I set off and eventually came to 
the turning where I would leave 
familiar territory, which is always 
rather exciting, and I enjoyed new 
views and new places. It was a 
beautiful day, the sun was shining 
and the countryside was showing 
itself off at its best. 

Then I got there — the dreaded 
roadworks — and yes, they were 
confusing — even more so than I 
thought, because where I was told 
there would be a choice of three 
roads, there were in fact only two 
that I could see, and in the single file 
traffic line I had to make a decision. I 
put up one of those ‘instant’ prayers 
—as you do. ‘God show me the way 
— please.’ 


I made my decision, but as I 
travelled along my chosen route the 
place names didn’t ring any bells. 

I stopped at a garage and asked if I 
was on the right road for my 
destination and was assured that I 
was. And indeed I was — it was just a 
bit of a long loop — a detour — adding 
about 40 minutes onto my journey. I 
had indeed missed the right road at 
the roadworks. However, since I 
wasn’t time restricted, I just settled 
down and enjoyed the drive and the 
views were spectacular. 

As I drove I reflected on how 
sometimes when we ‘miss’ our right 
road in life, God will bring us back to 
where we were meant to be by way 
of a detour — and sometimes the 
things we learn on our detours in life 
are valuable. This detour of mine 
reminded me that although my 
destination was important, the 
journey there should be enjoyed. I 
saw more of a part of our beautiful 
country that I had never seen before. 

When I eventually got to the place 
where my detour rejoined the road 
that I should have been on all along, I 
had that wonderful feeling of 
reassurance that we all get when we 
know we are travelling the right road 
— the road mapped out for us and the 
one to which our patient and ever- 
loving God will always guide us 
back. 

There is a lovely poem written by 
Robert Frost called ‘The Road not 
taken’ — the final verse ends “Two 
roads diverged in a wood, and I — I 
took the one less travelled by, and 
that has made all the difference’. 

So wherever you journey this 
summer (and indeed throughout life), 
I pray that you will find joy, rest and 
relaxation and that you will be kept 
safe. But more than that, I pray that 
your journey will make all the 
difference in your life. 

Best wishes 
Ros - Rector of Long Marston, 
Quinton, Welford and Weston 


The Parish Church of St Peter 


Welford Wives 


2017 continues to be a busy year for 
the Welford Wives, meeting on the 
first Wednesday of every month for a 
variety of social activities in and 
around Welford. 

May 2017 - We had a very interesting 
talk from Mr Amit Patel, Consultant 
Ophthalmic Surgeon, hosted by Judy 
Kenyon. Mr Patel practices at Spire 
Parkway Hospital and the Heart of 
England NHS trust. He kept us 
entertained with stories, explained 
procedures and throughout the talk had 
everybody captivated, giving plenty of 
advice and guidance on optical health. 
June 2017 - We had our Summer 
Barbeque in June, where the chaps did 
the cooking whilst the ladies relaxed in 
the gardens of Maureen and Rod 
Briggs in Orchard Close. The weather 
was fine and in total we had 36 people 
which as a great way to get into the 
swing of summer. 

July 2017 - Judy Robinson hosted the 
second part of a walk through 
Mickleton - learning more about the 
secrets of our local villages. We 
walked for an hour to build up an 
appetite then we ended the evening in 
the Kings Arms for supper and 
sustenance. The weather was warm 
and there were around 20 wives and 
some other half’s in attendance. 
August - There will be no meeting in 
August as it’s been so busy we need a 
break. 

In the autumn we have meetings on 
such varied topics as Quilting, an 
insight into Welford Amateur 
Dramatics and Beekeeping. 

We are a group of around 30 ladies 
of all ages and If you would like to 
join in or want to know more about the 
Welford Wives - it’s a great way for 
new residents in Welford to meet new 
people and engage with the 
community, so please get in touch with 
Sue Hook on 751400 or Christine 
Cooper on 750667. We look forward 
to hearing from you. 

Sue Hook 
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Welford & Weston.on Avon 
~ Memorial Hall 


4 
4 Kull for using the Memorial Hall \ S cA N FEE N Ey 


Mirnunity use: . furniture 


Four hour session, (morming, afternoon, or evening) £40:00 
sig jet jlmw al sige Furniture Designer / Cabinet Maker 


Altanialively - by prior arrangement | Restorer of Fine Antiques 
Sessions less than 4 hours: £10.00 per hour plus a one-off 
Hall set up fee of £10.00 for each booking 


(ie 1hr = £20.00, 2hrs = £30.00) Multi award-winning Master Crafisman 
Berry Hill Studio 
: Weston-on-Avon 
Commercial use: acer 
Four hour session, (moming, afternoon, or evening) £80:00 Strat ford -On-AVON 
Each Additional Hour £20:00 : cee vue hee a a 
Warwickshire CV37 8JX 


To book, please call 07821 330 362 
Hayley Robinson 
07548 129880 enquiries (@seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 


www.seanfeeneyfurniture. co.uk 





Finishing Touches 
<>— Interior Soft Furnishings ——S” 





Curtains & Pelmets « All Types of Blinds « Shutters 
Bespoke Poles & Tracks *« Headboards & Chairs 
Bedspreads « Extensive Range of Fabrics & Wallcoverings 
Voiles & Trimmings 


Free Estimate & Design 
Full Measuring & Fitting Services 


Call Michelle on 01789 751899 
c~ ae ia + |+ : nn - +11 L a? - - ba 
www.finishin 9-touches.info 


Finishing Touches 
Apple Edge, Headland Road, Welford-on-Avon 





The Leprosy 


Mission 
England and Wales 


The Leprosy Mission 1s an 
international Christian charity with 
141 years of experience which 
serves a population of 305 million 
people in around 30 leprosy- 
affected countries. 

Leprosy is a mildly infectious 
disease associated with poverty. It is 
easily cured. Leprosy starts by 
damaging the small nerves on the 
skin’s surface resulting in a loss of 
sensation. 

If treated at an early stage, 
damage or disability is unlikely. 

If left untreated, leprosy goes on 
to damage the large nerves in the 
elbow, wrist, knee and ankle. The 
resulting damage can lead to loss of 
sensation in the hands and feet and 
muscle paralysis, which causes 
clawed fingers and foot drop. 

Loss of sensation in the hands 
and feet means everyday activities 
are fraught with danger — a lack of 
sensation of pain means that burns 
go unrecognised and stones in shoes 
unnoticed leading to ulcers 
developing. These can be 
difficult to heal and become 
infected, often leading to the 
shortening of fingers and toes or 
ultimately, amputation of limbs. 

Leprosy can damage nerves in 
the face causing the eyelid muscles 
to stop working. The eyes are no 
longer protected by the blinking 
mechanism and can become easily 
damaged, which eventually leads to 
blindness. Leprosy can also damage 
the bones of the nose causing it to 
collapse and flatten, a common 
facial trait witnessed in people 
affected by leprosy. 

An effective cure for leprosy has 
been available since 1982 in the 
form of multidrug therapy — a 
combination of three drugs taken 


daily for six to 12 months. But 
while treatment halts the 
progression of this cruel disease, it 
cannot turn the clock back in terms 
of disability. A clawed hand or foot 
drop can be restored with surgery. 
Surgery, however, cannot restore 
the feeling to hands and feet 
meaning they can become easily 
injured. Protective footwear can be 
worn to reduce the chances of 
injury and of ulcers developing. The 
blinking mechanism can also be 
restored to the eye by surgery. But 
once eyesight has been lost as a 
result of injury to the eye, nothing 
can be done to reverse the situation. 

The Leprosy Mission’s work 1s 
broad and far-reaching. The 
combination of a disease that has a 
severely debilitating effect on the 
body and the stigma surrounding it 
means a unique and holistic 
approach is required to care for a 
person’s needs. 

The Mission focuses on the 
physical, social, spiritual and 
psychological needs of a leprosy- 
affected person and their steadfast 
support means thousands of people 
globally have seen their lives 
transformed over a number of 
decades. More details about the 
work of the Leprosy Mission can be 
found on their website at 
leprosymsission.org.uk 

St. Peter’s Church supports the 
work of the Leprosy Mission as part 
of its ongoing annual giving to 
charity and mission. On Sunday 
23rd July 2017 Heather Alford from 
the Leprosy Mission will be visiting 
St. Peter’s Church, Welford and 
speaking at both the 9.30 
Communion Service and 11 o’clock 
Morning Praise. Coffee and cake 
will be served between the services 
with a chance to speak to Heather 
about the Leprosy Mission and its 
work. All are welcome. 

Yvette Grundy 
www.leprosymission.org.uk 


The Parish Church of St Peter 





On the last weekend of June, 5 gardens 
in the village opened as part of the 
National Garden Scheme. 

The scheme raises funds from 
visitors to the gardens in support of 
National Cancer charities and over the 
two days, we managed to raise a 
fantastic £1275. 

The 5 gardens were spread across 
the village and in all we had over 220 
visitors. 

There is a misconception that for 
gardens to open, they must be 
immaculate — but this is not the case. 
All gardens - whether big or small 
have a unique character that others 
would love to see and take ideas from, 
back to their own gardens. 

With so many lovely houses and 
gardens in Welford — surely next year 
we can double the 5 gardens to 10 and 
help raise more money for these 
special charities. 

In addition to the open gardens, the 
Memorial Hall team offered 
refreshments in the Hall raising a 
further £400 to help Hall costs. 

We would like to thank all the 
garden owners who participated, those 
that helped with selling the tickets and 
the Memorial Hall for supporting the 
event. 

Please consider opening your 
garden next year and get in touch to 
register in early September. 

Peter and Sue Hook 
Open Garden Co-Ordinators 2017 
Telephone: 751400 
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Anne McMahon 


NOTARY PUBLIC 


Documents going overseas for individuals 


or businesses: 
Powers of Attorney 
* Confirmation of facts 

> Inheritance documents 
Spanish translations 
Certified copy ID and qualifications 
Consent to travel 
Legalisation (Apostille) 


Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPAs): 
“* Home visits by arrangement 
* Friendly & efficient service 
* Competitive rates 


For more information ring me on 07769 655413 
or email: info@annemcmahon.co.uk 


www.annemcmahon.co.uk 


HOWARD WALTON 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 


HONEYBOURNE ROAD. BICKMARSH 


O1789 7/4/29 


O7904 228215 


Peter Clarke 


Peter Clarke & Co LLP, Estate and Letting Agents, Chartered Surveyors 


Six offices serving South Warwickshire and the North Cotswolds 


Residential Sales and Lettings 

Land and New Homes 

Property Management 

Commercial 

Valuations and Homebuyers Reports 


Stratford upon Avon 01789 415444 Leamington Spa 01926 429400 Wellesbourne 01789 841114 
Shipston on Stour 01608 260026 Chipping Campden 01386 770044 Henley in Arden 01564 795757 


www.peterclarke.co.uk 
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The Parish Church of St Peter 








A PIECE OF LOCAL HISTORY 


A church has existed on the site of St. 
Peter’s since 1059 when monks from 
Deerhurst built a small church on the 
present site. Between 1100 and 1170 
a Norman Church was built to replace 
the Saxon one. 

St. Peter’s Church building has 
undergone many periods of rebuilding 
and restoration since its inception, but 
it has not expanded greatly in size 
from the Norman foundations. 
Records suggest there was work in 
the chancel in 1336. Windows were 
replaced in the north and south aisles 
in 1441. There is a stone ledger slab, 
which formerly held a brass panel, in 
the central aisle of the nave, which 
commemorates Walter Williams, 
priest in 1454. Box pews were 
installed in due course, most likely 
during the early 17th century. In 1866 
the church underwent significant 
alteration and restoration including 
the removal and replacement of those 
box pews. 

The next recorded event was a 
serious fire in the tower on the 12th to 
13th December 1884. Significant 
damage occurred in the tower and to 
the bells. Records also suggest that 
the pews installed during the 
reordering 
were destroyed by the fire and were 
replaced according to what the parish 
could afford at the time. It seems very 


likely that these replacement pews are 
the pine pews which have been in 
place to the current day. 

In 1924, a carved oak memorial 
screen between the nave and the 
chancel was installed and new carved 
oak choir stalls with matching 
designs replaced earlier stalls. 

More recently, in 1984-1986, a 
nave altar and a dais in front of the 
memorial screen were created, 
together with a removable 
communion rail, taking communion 
into the nave. This necessitated the 
relocation of the pews closest to the 
new dais. 

And now, in the 21st century 
further changes are planned to 
improve the welcome, comfort and 
versatility of St Peter’s Church 
building. Most of the pews will be 
removed in September this year and 
replaced by chairs with upholstered 
seats. A few short pews will be 
retained to keep a link with the past. 

The pews that will be removed are 
being offered initially to local people 
or those with a connection to St 
Peter’s, who would like to acquire a 
small piece of local history in 
exchange for a donation to St Peter’s 
PCC. 

A sum of between £50 and £70 per 
pew is suggested, taking account of 
size and condition. 


All the pews have a total depth of 
50 cm, a seat depth of 22cm and are 
around 90 cm tall. There are a range 
of lengths between just over | metre 
and just under 3 metres as follows 
(sizes are approximate to within a 
couple of cm) 


3x110cm 
6x 165 cm 
1x 180 cm 
1x 185 cm 
1x 190 cm 
1 x 260 cm 
8 x 292 cm 


There are also four pews which 
have had their ends/backs altered to 
accommodate pipework etc. These are 
available at between | and 2 m in 
length. 

Requests for pews (please state 
size) in exchange for a donation will 
be accepted on a “first come, first 
served” basis. Please contact Yvette 
Grundy (01789 750006 or 
ygrundy@icloud.com) on or after 
14th August 2017. If there is high 
demand, pews may have to be limited 
to one per household. Pews will be 
available for collection from the 
church on a specified day in the 
second half of September which will 
be confirmed 
with those concerned nearer the time. 
Yvette Grundy 
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Nightingales 
Landscapes & Fencing 


All types of hard and soft 


landscaping; drives, patios, 


pergolas, planting, turfing, 

hedge and grass cutting, 

clearances & all types of 
domestic fencing 


No job too big or small 


Call Alan for a free, no obligation quote 


Tel: 01789 751542 
Mob: 07775 645223 


Pre-loved fashion 
Co buy or sell 


| hd A 
the a 3 
wardrobe 


Our opening times are: 
Wednesday - Saturday: 10.00am-4.00pm 


Callus on 01789 750551 
or visit us online at 
www.thewardrobeshop.co.uk 


The Old Post Office, Church Lane, 
Welford on Avon, Warwickshire 


COUNTERS CONSULTING LIMITED 


( @ounrers 


| Accounts 
Chartered 

Management 
Accountants 


Taxation 
Management Accounts 


Planning & Budgeting 


CHARTERED MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANTS 


Cloud Accounting 
Bookkeeping & VAT 
Payroll, CIS, Auto Enrolment 


Business Start Up 


Contact: accounts@countersconsulting.co.uk 


www.countersconsulting.co.uk 
01789 400595 


Turnpike Gate House, Alcester Heath, Alcester, Warks B49 5JG 


Counters — Professional Business Support 


One-stop shop for limited companies, partnerships and sole traders 
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New season of talks 


Our Friday evening meetings start 
again in September and run through 
to March 2018. Here is a brief 
description of each of these talks. 

On 29th September our speaker 
is Dr. Bob Bearman. Until his 
retirement, he was the Head of 
Archives and Local Studies at the 
Shakespeare Birthplace trust. He’s 
spoken twice before to the society 
back in 1996 and in 2002, and is an 
excellent speaker. He has written 
many books, the most recent of 
which, entitled Shakespeare’s 
Money, was published last year. His 
talk is based on this book, and will 
cover amongst other things, how 
much money did Shakespeare make, 
and what did this mean. I think we’re 
in for a treat. 

On 24th November we’re going 
on an illustrated historical journey on 
the Stratford and Moreton Tramway. 
The main contributor for this talk is 
our own Jackie Checketts, who will 
be joined by Paul Cooper and myself 
to give our own insights of this 
undertaking. Was this the first 
commercial tramway in the country? 

On 26th January 2018 our 
speaker is David Fry. He has a talk 


entitled Victorian and Edwardian 
Photographers in Warwickshire, 
which has had excellent reviews from 
other local history societies. He 
ensures that he includes period 
photographs of the area where he is 
giving the talk, so as to give his 
audience some local context. He’ll 
also be bringing a wooden plate 
camera with him to give a feel for the 
issues that faced Edwardian 
Photographers. 

On 23rd March, I hope to keep 
the Society interested in the subject 
of Education and Schooling in 
Welford and Weston over the last 
500 years. When I offered to put this 
together, a committee member said 
are you sure you have enough 
information. Well only time will tell. 

And to round off the year, we will 
have the AGM on 20th April, and 
once again enjoy a Quiz and Fish & 
Chip supper. (Note- AGM starts at 
7:00 pm) 

All the other illustrated talks take 
place on a Friday at The Memorial 
Hall, starting at 7:30 pm. 

Hope to see you there 
Brad Plimmer 


History 


Day trip to Tyntesfield 


Our full day visit by coach to Tyntesfield on 
Wednesday 7th June, was a great success. You might 
not remember the weather that week. It was best 
forgotten. Monday was atrocious, Tuesday was dire, 
Thursday and Friday not much better, but on the 
Wednesday the sun came out, the rain kept away and 
the 40 people on the trip had a memorable time 

We travelled in a style befitting 2017...much as the 
Welford Choir did on their day trip to Weston-super- 
Mare a century earlier. 

For next year we’re looking at the possibility of 
going to Leicester, to re-discover Richard II as well as 
visiting other historical sites in this ancient city. 

Brad Plimmer 


Come and join us 

Our new season started with the visit 
to Tyntesfield in June. Our Friday 
evening meetings start again in 
September and run through to March. 
(See separate article giving brief 
descriptions of each meeting.) 

Membership of the Society is 
already back in the high 90’s. 
Although we have lost several long 
term members through illness or 
moving away from the area, we’re 
delighted to see that new members 
have come from some of the many 
new arrivals to the village, who share 
our interest in the local history of the 
surrounding area. 

Annual membership of the Society 
costs £5. If you’d like to join please 
call one of the committee members 
whose names are given below. 

Brad Plimmer 


Mike Banning-Lover 750480 
Christine Harby 01926 490782 


Sue Hook 751400 
Mike Kearsey 751383 
Paul King 750123 
Brad Plimmer 750716 
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Heart of England Forest 


—THE — 
HEART 


ENGLAND 
FOREST 





Summer walks 


For those of you not familiar with England’s largest new 
native woodland, the Heart of England Forest, a charity 
founded by the late publisher and poet Felix Dennis, is 
committed to rolling back the decline in our broadleaf 
woodland. Felix was obsessed by trees and acutely aware 
that our native forests were disappearing, stripping our 
country of its natural beauty and wildlife. With the UK 
having one of the lowest percentages of native tree cover 
anywhere in Europe he forged an ambitious vision to help 
do something about it. In 1996, having lived in 
neighbouring Dorsington for nearly 10 years he set about 
planting trees in earnest, using the wealth he made in 
publishing to buy the land needed. Sixteen years later he 
proudly planted his one millionth tree, meaning that when 
he passed away in the summer of 2014 he had already set 
about bringing his extraordinary vision to create a 30,000 
acre forest to life, a legacy that will benefit generations to 
come. 
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This new Forest containing over 20 native tree species 
including oak, birch, hornbeam, field maple and hazel, has 
wide rides, meandering footpaths, flower meadows, leafy 
glades and is growing right here in your neighbourhood, 
beginning to stretch out across south Warwickshire and 
Worcestershire. Now having planted over 1.6million trees 
covering 3,500 acres, and protecting a further 600 acres of 
existing mature and ancient woodland, good progress has 
been made so far. This transformation is already creating 
habitats, allowing wildlife to thrive and benefiting the 
natural environment. 


WOODLAND WALKS & EVENTS 
But it’s not just for the wildlife. With five car parks, way 
marked walking routes and over 10 miles of maintained 
pathways the Heart of England Forest really is a wonderful 
place for everyone, particularly during the summer months. 
Somewhere to get away from everyday life, go on an 
adventure with the children, walk your dog or just relax and 
unwind. It’s waiting to be explored and enjoyed by you, 
your family and friends and is within two miles of Welford. 
If you prefer to walk as part of a group then join one of 
our guided walks led by a member of the Heart of England 
Forest team. These 2 hour strolls give you a chance to find 
out about the vision and work involved in creating 
England’s largest native woodland and take you off the 
usual trails to see the further expanse of the Heart of 
England Forest. 





If you are fascinated by butterflies, and would like to 
learn a little more, then why not join local butterfly expert, 
Mike Slater, as he explores the Forest on an Afternoon 
Butterfly Walk on 19 August, 1pm—3pm. 

Summer is also the time we open up one of the Forest 
treasures — The Garden of Heroes & Villains. This sculpture 
garden featuring over 50 life-size bronze sculptures of 
history’s greats from Lawrence of Arabia to The Beatles 
and Muhammed Ali to Leonardo da Vinci, was created by 
Felix in his private garden and we are able to invite you in 
for just a few days this year. 





Experience the Shard Garden — a field of Felix’s poetry, 
his last remarkable imaginative concept and explore the 
yew hedge maze planted in the two letter forms of OZ the 
underground magazine made famous by the 1971 trial. 
Enjoy refreshments in the courtyard alongside King Kong 
and Alice in Wonderland and take a tour of the 
neighbouring Arboretum and also not forgetting Ralph’s 
Wood, the first part of the Heart of England Forest to be 
planted, over twenty years ago. 

To see all of this and more, come along to a fundraising 
open weekend on the 12 & 13" of August, 10am-5pm. 


Further details and tickets are available through the website. 


Details and tickets for all our upcoming walks and 
events can be found by visiting - 
heartofenglandforest.com/events. We look forward to 
meeting you among the sculptures or out and about in the 
woods. 

We look forward to updating you on progress in future 
editions of Welford Matters and welcoming you to the 
woodland soon. 

Sophie Leszczynska 
Heart of England Forest 


How can | get involved? 


¢ Become a Friend of the Forest: 
Giving you access to regular updates, magazines, a car 
park permit, exclusive events and a say in the way the 
Forest develops. 

¢ Donate your time: 
There are volunteering opportunities whatever your 
experience. 

¢ Dedicate a tree: 
To mark a special celebration or give as a special gift, 
even adding a tag with your own message. 


For further information visit 
www.heartofenglandforest.com 


Heart of England Forest 





]st veleord On Avon Scouts 


Around half of our Cubs went on a Stratford District 
Cub Camp at Horley on the first weekend of July. 
They all had a brilliant time and enjoyed all the 
activities laid on for them. 

The theme of the camp was “I’m a Cub Scout, get 
me out of here” based on the “I’m a Celebrity .....” 
television series. Pioneering and knotting skills were 
employed with building shelters; plus orienteering and 
map reading; fire lighting and backwoods cooking; 
even bug eating was a feature of the programme. Not 
real bugs — we hope! 

The Sunday morning involved the Cubs in a 
“Ready, Steady, Cook” challenge. They prepared a 
three-course lunch which they presented to the judges 
and then tucked into themselves. The Chicken Caesar 
Salad, Beef Stir Fry and Chocolate Orange 
Cheesecake that our youngsters prepared and cooked 
themselves were all delicious. There was nothing left 
at the end so that proved how good it tasted. 

The email received from one of the parents after 
the camp summed it up beautifully: “Thank you all so, 
so much for all the hard work, energy and enthusiasm 
that you put into this weekend's cub camp. I know a 
huge amount of hard work went into making this such 
a great weekend for the cubs. He had a fantastic time 
on his first camp, and I really enjoyed coming along 
for a bit too! Thanks again - hope you all managed to 
put your feet up last night and had a good night's 
sleep!” 

Information about our local Scout Group (Beavers, 
Cubs and Scouts) can be obtained by contacting me at 
welfordscoutgroup@yahoo.com. 

Maria Smith 
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Flowers For All Occasions 


A personalised and friendly service from Yvonne Edkins, a local and dedicated florist 


@ Traditional and hand tied bouquets @ Gift Baskets 

@ Funeral Tributes @ Wedding Flowers 
@ Cut flowers and arrangements for home or business 

@ Festive wreaths and gifts 





Singing lessons for all ages, styles and ; | | Free delivery within a five mile radius of Welford on Avon 
abilities with enthusiastic, fully qualified ~~ Telephone: Yvonne on 01789 750929 
teacher, available in 
stratford Upon Avon and 
Bidfo d.Qn Avon. 


100% a\" P Trinity an iUla J AC Ze ne 


pesocias ole Painting & Decorating Service 





No job too big or small 
Professional Service 


07821 792943 01789 750879 


Solhaus The ‘conservatory alternative' 


awnings, glassrooms These German engineered bespoke glass rooms 
g verandas allow you to fully enjoy your garden all year 


pe, Add a beautiful glass roof to your home 
by: to create a veranda 


#2. The modular construction allows you to 
~ . create your perfect ambient outdoor 
environment with the addition of 


seamless sliding glass doors, 
elegant sunshades, ee 
ambient lighting and radiant heaters ~ 
‘enjoy the outside, inside’! : 


Steel reinforced aluminium frame 
available in 56 standard colours 


Keeping in Touch - Welford on Avon Methodist Church 


Reflection — Travelling Through Life 


Perhaps because I have had the privilege of taking a number 
of funerals recently, my thoughts have been very much on 
the theme of life as a journey. Taking assembly at the 
village primary school this week also reminded me of 
travelling on as the year six pupils look forward, with a 
mixture of excitement and trepidation in moving on to a 
new, much bigger school and the younger ones move from 
their familiar classrooms to a new space and new teacher. 

Life just doesn’t stay the same for very long and often, it 
is only as we look back, that we notice the changes as we 
travel on our earthly journey. Sometimes we choose to 
make changes. Sometimes we have no option or are 
persuaded by someone else. Some changes are welcome. 
Others bring catastrophe into our lives. 

The media tends to stress the unpleasant changes, 
shocking us to the depths of our very being with images of 
terrorist attacks, that horrendous inferno in the Grenfell 
Tower Block, vengeance attacks using a vehicle as a 
weapon or even spraying acid in strangers’ faces. In an 
instant, the familiar is changed for ever, as people mourn 
the loss of loved ones or their health, wait for news of 
missing people, have their homes or way of life shattered. 

I am sure that there will be agonizing prayers, asking 
God to intervene, as if waving a magic wand. Sometimes all 
that you can do 1s to pray, but the answer is far more likely 
to come via compassionate human beings than miraculously 
out of nowhere. 

It has been heartening in all these tragedies, to see the 
response of ordinary people, generously donating food, 
clothing, household necessities, skills, time and money. 
Some are people of faith, inspired by their beliefs but 
perhaps all are touched by human need. 


Summer at Avon Cat Rescue 


calendar, full of photos of cats which 
have found new homes and we are 


We are busy preparing for our 
Summer Bazaar on July 29th at Avon 


Often after such an event, people will speak of their 
experience of an inner strength, which they did not know 
that they had. Christians know this as the work of the Holy 
Spirit, the Strengthener, helping us on life’s journey. 

The Bible is full of stories of journeys, reminding us that 
this is part of who we are. There 1s also the journey in the 
understanding of who God is, moving on from the old man 
up in the sky above a flat earth, through a fearsome being 
ready to punish wrongdoers or even innocent people, to the 
God of love demonstrated by Jesus, but glimpsed in the 
writings of many of the prophets. Our response is concisely 
summarized by Micah. ‘He has told you, O mortal what is 
good and what does the Lord require of you, but to do 
justice, and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your 
God’. Good advice as we journey on. 

Ros Murphy 


Welford Methodist Church Services 


all at 11 am unless otherwise indicated 


August 6 Morning worship arranged by congregation 

August 13 Holy Communion Ros Murphy 

August 20 Morning worship TBA 

August 27 No service here. On 4th Sundays there are 
services at Stratford, Bidford or Mickleton, 
all at 10:30 


For dates further ahead, please consult the church notice 
board or the Parish website: 


welfordonavon.com/community/institutions/methodistchurch 


Cat Rescue and hoping for good 
weather. 

Homing of rescued cats has gone 
slowly since April, but there are still 
plenty of cats needing spaces for all 
sorts of reasons. Also we have taken 
on another cat involved in a road 
traffic accident near the Bell - a little 
tortoiseshell who is now recovering 
but may be left without her sight. She 
is so sweet and hopefully will be able 
to cope. 

We have just completed our 2018 


working on some Christmas card 
designs. Keep an eye on the website. 

Our next project is to use some of 
our funds to update our family pens 
which are looking quite tired. Then 
we can give our pensioners some 
additional space. 

Do come along and look at our 
Bazaar - there should be lots of 
bargains and calendars will be on 
sale. 

Rosemary Spicer 
www.avoncatrescue.org 
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The River Avon 


The River Avon and Welford 


PART 1 - INTRODUCTION 

The Avon rises near Naseby in 
Northamptonshire flowing through 
Warwickshire, Worcestershire and 
Gloucestershire to meet up with the 
Severn at Tewkesbury. It is curious 
that, traditionally, England’s major 
rivers were not used for trade when 
roads were in poor condition — they 
were more often seen as boundaries 
between kingdoms and shires. 





The seal of the Earl of Warwick 


In 1430, the Severn, by an Act 
under Henry VI declared the King’s 
High Stream freely navigable by all, 
opened up a trade route from Bristol, 
then England’s second city, through 
Gloucestershire and Worcestershire to 
the agricultural and mining area of the 
Welsh Borderlands. About this time 
Richard de Beauchamp, the Earl of 
Warwick, first saw the potential of 
making the Avon navigable from the 
Severn at Tewkesbury to Warwick. In 
the words of the declaration “this deed 
done had been a pleasant sight of the 
vessels coming and making up to 
Warwick and all the country and a 
great profit to the Lord 1s in the 
carriage of wines and other stuff from 
Bristol by water and caused 
merchandise the better willed to dwell 
in the town”. 

This never happened. 

Two hundred years later (in 1635) 
William Sandys born in Ombersley in 
1607 and living in Fladbury was 
granted ‘letters patent’ by Charles I, 
authorising him to “make the Avon 
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passable by boats of reasonable 
burthen from the Severn where that 
river falls in near Teuxbury thro the 
several counties Worcs, Glos, and 
Warwickshire unto or near the city of 
Coventry”. Sandys was from a 
powerful family allowing William to 
complete his education at Oxford. His 
choice of hall - Gloucester Hall - may 
well have been crucial to the 
development of the Avon as one of the 
few people in the country with 
experience of building and 
maintaining a navigable waterway, 
happened to be John Hawley, the 
college principal. He was involved in 
improving navigation on the Thames. 
With this background Sandys may 
have been prompted to think about 
making the Avon navigable. 

Delivery of goods by road was 
costly, illustrated in 1699 by the cost 
of transporting one ton of salt by road 
from Droitwich to Worcester, a 
distance of nine miles, being the same 
as transporting it by water from 
Worcester to Bristol, ten times as far. 

A navigable Avon would benefit 
the rich farmland of the Vale of 
Evesham making it able to export 
crops as well as importing fuel 
materials. The Coventry coalfields, a 
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new mining area at the time, were in 
desperate need of a means of 
delivering their products cheaply. 
Before the 1550’s profits of the whole 
field had been £5 but after a 1591 
survey revealed a new seam, mining 
increased and by the 1630’s 
Bedworth’s colliery produced more 
than 20,000 tons per year. 

In a later submission to Parliament 
it is said that the merchants of 
Coventry first approached Sandys with 
the idea of a navigable Avon. 

Initially he met strong opposition 
from landowners not willing to 
provide land for towpaths and 
vehemently from mill owners who 
controlled water flows at the weirs 
with their mills. Despite this and other 
issues work started and was carried out 
by a Mr William Say who completed 
the majority of the operation within 
three years — the total cost, including 
compensation to riparian owners, has 
been estimated as being at least 
£100,000 in the currency of the day. 
Figures from another source say 
Sandys spent between £20,000 and 
£40,000 of his own money. It was 
intended the navigable river would 
take barges carrying a weight of about 
30 tons. > 
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The Avon was navigable to Stratford 
and in 1640 a Captain John Taylor 
reported it to be navigable to within 
four miles of Warwick. 

The Civil War had a negative 
impact on the river - work on it was 
affected and many bridges were 
breached. Leaving Evesham on the 6th 
July 1644, Charles I’s retreating army 
destroyed the bridge to prevent the 
Roundheads pursuing them and 
blocked the navigation with fallen 
masonry. But even though trade 
languished, William Say 1s said to 
have completed eight locks and weirs 
between Evesham and Tewkesbury. 

However by 1725 Daniel Defoe 
noted — “The navigation of the river 
Avon is an exceeding advantage to all 
this part of the country and also to the 
commerce of the city of Bristol. For by 
this river they drive a very great trade 
for sugar, oil wine, tobacco, lea, iron 
and, in a word, all heavy goods that 
are carried by water almost as far as 
Warwick and in return corn, and 
especially cheese, is brought back 
from Gloucestershire and 
Warwickshire”. 


Welford in the 1950's showing clearly the uncared for state of the river 
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In 1717 the Avon had been divided, 
by commercial interests, into the 
Lower and Upper sections, from 
Tewkesbury to Evesham and from 
Evesham to Stratford and beyond. It 
would be nearly two hundred and fifty 
years before the two sections united 
into the Avon Navigation Trust. 





Daniel Defoe 

In 1816, with the building of the 
Stratford Canal and the Worcester- 
Birmingham canal, the river became 
part of the “Avon Ring’, a 109 mile 
circular system with connections to all 
parts of the national waterways 
network which extends over 3000 
miles. 


The River Avon 
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Early in the days when the railways 
were multiplying across the land the 
companies controlling them set out to 
negate the waterways, seeing them as 
competition. In 1859, the Great 
Western Railway gained formal 
control of the Upper Avon and on 
completion of the branch line from 
Honeybourne to Stratford they 
neglected navigation work on the river 
and practically stopped traffic above 
Evesham. In June 1875 the GWR 
directors resolved to discontinue 
taking tolls on the river. In 1873 
Welford Lock was described as being 
in a ruinous condition, the gates 
having to be forced open and Welford 
new lock (below Cress Hill) was 
“useless and broken, part of it being 
swept away, the remainder hanging on 
desolate and weary” 

The upper Avon was abandoned in 
1877 and it was in ruins until work 
began in 1969 to bring the river back 
to life. 

Barrie Russell 
Coming in Part 2 — 
Commerce on the Avon 
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BRIAN SMITH 


PAINTER & DECORATOR 


Interior & Exterior 
Reasonable Rates 


For a free quotation, please call: 
01789 772077 or 07790 087219 or 07760 192828 


Local and reliable Family Business 
Free Quotations | | . 
Tree condition reports WIN D OW CLEANER 
37 years experience 


FULLY INSURED CALL HEATH 01789 751389 


FOR INTERIOR WINDOW CLEANING ASK FOR SUE 


7 Chapel Close Welford-on-Avon CV37 8Q] 
01789 751245 


Email: heathverrall@yahoo.co.uk 
Barton Road, Welford on Avon 


Inspire . Encourage . Enable 


Personal Training & Nutrition Coaching 


Do you struggle getting up off the sofa, climbing the stairs, getting in & out of the car, 
walking around the village, lifting/carrying shopping or gardening? 


Does your blood pressure, cholesterol or weight worry you? 
Would you like to improve your general health & well-being? 
If you have said “yes” and are ready to take the first step to a healthier, happier and more vibrant you 
please contact me for an informal chat to discuss how | can help you. 


It is not too late to take control, you can get better! 


“Thank you Lizzie, my lovely friend who empowered both my body and mind” 


With Lizzie’s help my Personal Vitality has been restored and is flying high - a partnership not to be forgotten” "=== 


“For the first time ever my tummy sticks out less than my boobs!” 


E: lizzie@personalvitality.co.uk M: 07900 600870 W: www.personalvitality.co.uk 








Street Fair Success, 
despite the showers! 


Sunday the 4th of June saw the return 
of the ever popular Street Fair 
organised by the Memorial Hall 
Committee under the stewardship of 
Hall Committee Chairman - Alan 
Smart. 

This year’s fair — held in the 
memory of Sheila Morgan — was a 
great success — despite the inclement 
weather — but having held the 
previous 3 fairs in glorious weather — 
the odds were not in our favour. A 
shower at 11:30 whilst setting up for 
the 12:00 start was not ideal but the 
sun came out for most of the 
afternoon until about 3:30 when 
things got a little damp. 

The crowds turned out and were 
entertained by Maypole Dancing, the 
Coventry Corps of Drums and Morris 
Dancing. There were stalls a plenty — 
with cakes, plants, white elephant, 
bottle tombola and teas. 

There was something for everyone, 
with a grand raffle, pig roast and 
barbeque, ice creams and the bar at 
The Shakespeare. 

Plenty for the kids and grownups 
alike from the penny arcade and 


shooting range to art displays, craft 
stalls and honey, antique valuations 
and vintage cars. 

It takes a lot of effort to organise 
the Street Fair and the Committee 
would like to thank the very many 
local residents for supporting the fair 
and giving of their time and energy — 
from baking cakes and running stalls, 
to helping set up and serving teas — so 
a massive THANK YOU to all who 
helped. 

It was great to see some of our 
younger villagers getting involved 


. Welford on Avon Stree 
Sunday 4 "" June 


Community 






with the Fair, with Harriet and Chris 
doing a great job — well done. 

We must also thank our local plant 
suppliers for their generous donations 
from Blenheim Nursery and Findons 
Nursery, to Stephen B Bruce, Rob 
Steele and Halfords for donating the 
main raffle prizes. 

One final thank you — to all of the 
village for supporting the fair and 
helping to raise around £2500 to help 
to continue to maintain the Hall as a 
key asset for the whole village 
Memorial Hall Committee 
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Music 


The Local Music Scene 


With the advent of the Summer months there seems to be 
a surprising lull in local music events so it 1s probably 
best to keep an eye on the websites of local music venues 
for any last minute changes. 


Live Music Venues 


Stratford ArtsHouse : probably Stratford's premiere 
music venue with an eclectic mix of musical events. 
01789 207100 - stratfordartshouse.co.uk/whats-on 


Stratford Jazz Club : organise high quality events on 
the second and fourth Wednesdays of every month 
from September to June at both the Arts House and a 
new venue — the Riverside, Tiddington - 
stratfordjazz.org.uk/whats-on 


Keys & Kitchen : Ely Street - live music every 
Thursday and most Sundays. For full programme visit 
keysandkitchen.co.uk/type27hchild/events 


Stratford Folk Club : Acoustic evenings 1 & 3" 
Wednesdays in the month plus occasional concert 
nights during the year at Stratford Ale House, 
Greenhall Street - stratforduponavonfolkclub.co.uk 


No 1 Shakespeare : Cocktail bar/Nightclub that also 
hosts live music on a Friday evening 
shakespeare-street-cocktailbar.co.uk 


Cottage of Content, Barton : live music every 
Saturday night from 9pm . Open mic nights from 9pm 
on the last Friday of every month with all welcome to 
bring along their talent and their instrument. 
cottageofcontent.com 


The Mason's Arms, Long Marston : occasional music 
evenings and also for special events — 01789 720586 - 
masons-arms-pub.co.uk 


The Cross Keys, Alcester : Live music most 
weekends - 01789 764389. Often advertised on the 
Stratford on Avon Music Scene group on Facebook - 
facebook.com/groups/222 16853 1129315/ 


If you are a local musician performing in or around the 
village please let me know. If it is too late to include 
your dates in the magazine I can always give your event 
a mention on the village website. 

Colin Winston 

colinwinston@gmail.com 
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What's On 


A reminder that the Warwick Folk Festival mentioned in the 
last issue is on at various venues in Warwick from 27" to 
30" July. Details at — warwickfolkfestival.co.uk 

19 August — Offenham Family Festival - 


hito:/ www. focebook.com/otftenhamfamilytestival © mihenvdsen @gmail.com 
Of86411999 





2"d September — OVERSPLOAD at the Shakespeare Inn, 
Welford on Avon, From midday to 4:00 pm outside, then 
inside until late. All proceeds to charity, details tod. Line up 
so far includes Texan Peacocks, Jack Blackman. Further 
information will be displayed on posters and in the Events 
Calendar on the village website in due course. 

9th September — The Old Tramway Inn, Stratford upon 
Avon. An afternoon and evening of music from a variety of 
local artists and bands to raise money for Help the Heroes. 
10 September — Pebworth Party in the Park 12 noon to 
5:00 pm with Live Music tent and lots of attractions. 





Profile - 
Tora Wilson 


Tora is a local opera singer who 
trained at The Birmingham 
Conservatoire, where she received a 
BMus (Hons) degree, followed by a 
postgraduate Advanced Study course 
which specialised in Opera. From 
there she went on to study at the 
Istituto Europeo and II Trillo school 
of music 1n Florence, Italy. 

Her musical influences are very 
varied as her parents listened to such 
a mix of music, her father was a 
singer of both classical and rock/ pop 


music, and her mother loves the 
musicals. Her main influences are 
Ruthie Henshall, Lea Salonga, Rene 
Fleming, Anna Netrebko but she also 
find the people she works with very 
inspiring, both students and other 
singers / musicians. 

Her favourite performance was as 
The Countess in The Marriage of 
Figaro — it is such an emotional part 
and so much fun to perform. She was 
delighted to be reviewed in Opera 
Magazine, where they said she had 
‘Stunningly portrayed’ the character 
of The Countess. Another highlight 
was performing La Traviata in 
Kuwait on the beach - that was pretty 
amazing! 

Recently she has been focusing on 
her solo career at recitals and 
corporate events with a diverse mix 
of opera, classical crossover and 
popular music. She has also written 
her own cabaret which she is looking 
to perform at festivals around the UK. 
She is also involved in a wonderful 
soprano duo called ‘Poperasops’, 
which is a comedic take on a variety 
of songs, as well as performing as a 
serious classical duo! 

Tora also founded the Tora Wilson 
Music Academy in September 2016 
as a way to bring vocal students 
together and she would like to expand 
to other instrumental lessons and 
more workshops in the future. Since 
then it has gone from strength to 
strength, with a successful termly 


Music 


concert, and a connection with other 
local groups, such as The Artshouse 
Drama Club. Tora does workshops 
with these groups and their students, 
working on vocal technique, song 
interpretation and movement on stage 
whilst singing. 

Through the Academy, Tora works 
on a one to one basis with her singers, 
ensuring that singing is fun whilst 
learning how to perform and stretch 
their repertoire. The end of term 
concerts held at St Peters Mission, 
Stratford Upon Avon, provide a 
performance platform, as well as the 
opportunity for the students to meet 
and learn from one another. 

Feedback has been excellent, 
praise for the friendly but informative 
style of singing is paramount. Tora is 
careful to adapt each lesson to her 
specific students needs, teaching from 
Rock and Pop music, to classical and 
operatic genres. Her success is 
reflected in the 100% pass rate for 
exams, which cover the whole range 
of Examination Boards, including but 
not limited to the Associated Board 
for the Royal School of Music, and 
Trinity Rock and Pop Examinations. 

As a singer, Tora is also going 
from strength to strength, performing 
at local events and functions, you can 
find more details on her website. 
Website: www.vjwilson.co.uk 
Facebook: @TWMusicAcademy 
Twitter: @TWMusicAcademy 
Email: TWMusicAcademy@hotmail.com 
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WELFORD GARAGE 


Service & Repairs (all makes) 


~ 


MOT 
| THE MALT HOUSE BARN 
SS BARTON NR BIDFORD ON AVON 
Petrol Sales Your local Gift Shop 
| Only 3 miles from Welford on Avon 
| Come and visit us 
Logs, Coal, Calor Gas Easy Travelling 
And No Traffic Jams 
We are Open 
Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 4pm 
Easy Parking 
Tel 01789 773381/778188 


alexlewiso2z7@gmail.com 


Fully Insured | Free Quotations 








STRATFORD’S NEW HOSPITAL 
Great news! After all the support and 
hard work of many, (I helped a little 
even at the planning committee stage 
some two & half years ago), staff 
have now been employed and trained 
at Warwick and equipment is being 
installed. We will not need to go to 
Warwick in three weeks time. Well 
done everyone. 


B4632 

After several attempts I finally had 
the following letter printed in The 
Herald. One other person has written 
in the same vein. Please help us to get 
something done to improve the safety 
of this road by writing to the paper or 
WCC Highways Dept. 

Blackspot Ignored 

There has been a lot of talk about the 
southern relief road and its effect on 
traffic, whilst at the same time the 
B4632 continues to be one of the most 
dangerous roads in the area. In May, 
we have had a number of collisions 
and, yet again, a very serious incident 
involving two HGVs on the bridge by 
Clifford Mill. 

A new 'ghost' island has been 
installed at the junction with Station 
Road, that is clearly too small, 
already resulting in a collision. 
During peak periods, just getting out 
of the village of Clifford Chambers it 
is an accident waiting to happen. 

These are only a few of the many 
issues along this stretch of road. 
When you include the potential for 
thousands of homes at Long Marston 
the pressure on this road is only going 
to get greater. How many more 
accidents do we need to have? 

Cllr Peter Barnes, 
Independent, Welford-on-Avon. 


LONG MARSTON TO 
HONEYBOURNE (& BACK) 

This is the first time this line has been 
used for passengers since 1968 and 
many visitors from London came to 
the Rail Live show for the first time. 
The train used was made up of old 
London underground carriages, 
refurbished for this type of shuttle 
which is being used by the Wasps 
rugby at Coventry and on branch 
lines like ours. This line has stayed 
open and is maintained for freight. I 
am pleased to say that the company 
(Vivarail) allowed the locals and 
senior council officers together with 
Cllr. Saint to travel on a full train 
from Long Marston to Honeybourne 
and back. 12 minutes each way at 20 
mph!!! This, I think is the way 
forward with all the traffic on the 
roads and the very dangerous B4632 . 
Under two hours to London, it may 
be able to have a station on site or 
incorporated into the airfield 
development. A man from Cala was 
invited and came. Locals like me 
thought it was great. I now need all 
the support I can get to progress it 
forward. Please help. 


PLANNING 

Many villagers will be aware that 
outline planning permission was 
granted to Weston House for the 
construction of up to 13 houses in 
their paddock, which 1s on the edge of 
the village, with access from Milcote 
Road. The application was initially 
refused by Stratford District Council 
but granted on Appeal. However the 
Appeals Inspector laid down a 
number of conditions which had to be 
met to ensure road safety along 
Milcote Road. 

The developers, Spitfire Homes, 
have applied to Stratford District 
Council for Variations on these 
conditions, partially as a result of 
Western Power recently building a 
new sub station in Milcote Road 
some twenty metres from its junction 


District Councillor's Report 


with Long Marston Road, and not to 
be confused with the established 
Severn Trent box on the Southern 
corner of the junction. As part of the 
approval for the new houses, a length 
of Milcote Road from its junction 
with Long Marston Road has to be 
"urbanised" with a footpath running 
along the Northern hedgerow, past the 
entrance to Weston House and on to 
the entrance to the new development, 
the road 1s also to have kerb stones on 
each side. 

A number of local residents have 
raised concerns that a "pinch point" at 
the new sub station will now occur, 
there being insufficient room to 
accommodate the road, footpath and 
the legally required one metre of 
verge in front of the new sub station 
at this point; it will certainly be 
impossible for two lorries to pass 
without mounting the footpath and/or 
colliding with the sub station. 

Myself, The Chairman of Welford 
Parish Council and other residents 
attended a recent Stratford District 
Council Planning Meeting to voice 
our concerns over road and pedestrian 
safety, the result being that the SDC 
Planning Committee will be making a 
site visit, along with, I hope, 
representatives from Warwickshire 
Highways Authority prior to the 
application being reconsidered by the 
Planning Committee. 

I would urge you to look at the 
details and particularly the safety 
related comments, and perhaps add 
your own comments, on Stratford 
District Councils e-planning site. The 
application number is 
17/01153/VARY. 


SPEED LIMIT UPDATE 

We were very sorry that the County 
did not support the 40 MPH limit put 
forward by SDC on the Long Marston 
road by the golf course helping to 
slow traffic coming into village. 

Clir Peter Barnes 
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Located just outside the famous Stratford upon Avon, 
The Barn spans over 3,000 sq ft of furniture, 


ara /, aii er ™ ea | | = R \ 
Chiropody Pites x : | ANTIQUES COLLECTABLES » FURNITURE 


Established 1999 


7 | | | | antiques and collectables. 
A full range of Chiropody and Foot 
Care services are offered, including: - 
« Corn and Callus removal. «+ Fungal Nails 


« Nail problems. e Skin Conditions. 
e Diabetic Foot Care. e General treatment. 





Surgery Open Monday to Friday 
TEL: 01789-336120 


WEB: www.the-bowyers.co.uk 
EMAIL: footcare@the-bowyers.co.uk 


The Old Police House, Evesham Road, Wa ee bgt ato 
Barn Antiques Centre, Station Road, Long Marston, Warwickshire, CV3/ 8RP 
Binton, Stratford -upon-Avon. CV37 OTE OL789 721 399, info@ barnantique.co.uk, www-.barnantique.co.uk 


Witemuiic 
CLARKE 


Modern estate agents, 
traditional values. 


Mr & Mrs Clarke is founded on the belief that 
selling houses is actually about selling homes. 
Homes that you have loved, built memories 
in and cared for. It’s a process of the heart, 
not the spreadsheet. 


We're new to the area, and wed love to learn 
about vou, vour home and hopes for the future. 
So, if vou fancy a cuppa and chat, call us on 0330 111.9766 


or visit us at wivwamrandmrsclarke.com 


Neighbourhood Development Plan 


Neighbourhood Development Plan 201 1—2031 


Welford on Avon Parish Council 


FOREWORD 

The Referendum version of the Welford Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (‘the Welford Plan’) is now with 
Stratford District Council (SDC) for final ratification and 
approval before being sent out to all Welford residents to 
vote in a referendum. 

Recent changes to Planning Laws in England have given 
parishes like Welford-on-Avon a greater say in how 
planning decisions which affect our communities are made. 
At the same time, there is a presumption in favour of 
‘sustainable development’ in order that the national 
shortage of housing can be remedied. 

Under SDC’s Core Strategy Welford on Avon is 
identified as a category 2 Local Service Village, and has a 
target number of new dwellings of 75. There is a 12% 
upper limit, so this is really 84 by the year 2031. 

The urgent need for a Neighbourhood Development 
Plan for Welford-on-Avon 1s underlined by comparing the 
upper limit of 84 homes with the actual number granted 
within the Built up Area Boundary of 100 since the start of 
the Plan Period. There are more applications than this, but 
they are either adjacent to the boundary or further away, the 
total is 132 new houses. You can see more by following the 
link below: 
welfordonavon.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Planning- 
applications-to-2 1 st-May-2017.pdf 

The 'Welford Plan' has been developed on behalf of 
Welford-on-Avon Parish Council by Welford residents who 
volunteered to participate in the Neighbourhood Planning 
Group. The Parish Council is extremely grateful for all the 
work that they have done to develop 'the Welford Plan’. 
Without them, 'the Welford Plan’ would not exist and the 
essential protections for our historic village would not have 
been developed. 

After extensive consultation with residents and using 
evidence from previous surveys, the Group have developed 
a Vision and set of Strategic Objectives for Welford-on- 
Avon up to 2031. These are supported in many instances 
by specific planning policies which are either 
complementary to SDC’s Core Strategy or address matters 
special to Welford. None of Welford’s policies can conflict 
with national or district planning policies. 

The "Welford Plan’ is an important and influential document 
for Stratford District Council, developers and Welford 
residents alike, and will ensure that the village continues to 
develop in a manner which best meets the wishes and 
aspirations of all interested parties. Once approved, the 
specific policies in "The Welford Plan' will ensure that any 
future development in the village and wider parish 1s only 


undertaken in a way that meets the expressed wishes of the 
residents. 

A Neighbourhood Plan might contain Site Allocations 
which precisely define potential development sites. After 
extensive discussion, the Steering Committee took the 
decision not to include Site Allocations as SDC proposes to 
develop its own Allocations Plan. Should SDC decide to 
identify sites in our village, the Parish Council will work 
closely with them to ensure that their decisions are properly 
informed by 'the Welford Plan’. 

All comments from the reviews have been considered 
and the final version of the Welford Neighbourhood 
Development Plan 1s with SDC for final ratification and 
approval before coming back to Welford residents who will 
vote on the plan in a parish wide referendum. The policies 
only become binding on local authorities once they have 
been supported by the majority of residents in the 
referendum. Your support for 'The Welford Plan' in the 
referendum is therefore vital. 

Simon Carter 
Chairman, Welford-on-Avon Parish Council 


The following few pages are a summary of the policies 
contained within the referendum version of the Welford 
Neighbourhood Development Plan. The full text can be 
obtained from the Welford on Avon Parish Council 
Clerk at welfordpc@yahoo.co.uk 


THE WELFORD PLAN 

¢ Sets out a Vision for the Parish right up to 2031, 
defines the Objectives to achieve that Vision and sets 
out clear Policies to support those Objectives. 

¢ Sets the acceptable framework for development within 
the Neighbourhood Development Plan Area in terms of 
housing type and design, including protection of 
heritage and environment. 

¢ Provides an opportunity for local people to influence 
and take more control over the use of land within the 
Parish and to decide how they want the village to be in 
2031. 


THE VISION FOR WELFORD-ON-AVON IN 2031 
In 2031, Welford on Avon will be a thriving, inclusive 
community, which; 
¢ Conserves and enhances the village and surrounding 
parish, and 
¢ Meets the aspirations of those who live, work and visit 
here. 


> 
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SKINCARI 
We offer a range of treatments: 
Dermalogica Skincare Treatments 


* Non-Surgical Face Lifting 
- Professional Exfoliation 
- Led Light Therapy 

Skin Tightening For Body & Face 

Inch Loss For Body 
« Shellac Manicures & Pedicures 
* Waxing & Threading 
» Eye Treatments 

Sports Massage & Remedial Massage | 
» Acupuncture / Therapeutic Ultrasound aS Sipe ariananic 
* Country Breakfast 
© Wi-Fi 

ee : tm 24> ; A lovely welcoming B&'B located in the Beautiful 
- Private Treatment Room “$73 | | riverside village of Weston on ‘Avon within easy reach of 
- Flexible Appointments : ¢ Stratford upon Avon and the Cotswolds. : : 
- Established 1997 grt iii Bookings and Enquiries 
-Binton, CV379TP tah — Telephone: 01789750688/07909227690 
www.nicolamcginnskincare.co.uk £-mail: info@westonfarm.co.uk 
www.westonfarm.co.uk 


for Injuries 


- Pilates Training 





ie St. Peter's Church, Welford 
sketts Flare mAlclani(oL <-jal[p-m @tolb]ain’m ele] ale! 


QUALITY EVENTS 


Mobile Library 





If you enjoy coffee, company 


Don't get caught in the rain..... | 
and books then you'll love this! 


Be prepared for the English weather! 


St. Peter's Church, Welford is working with the Warwickshire 
County Council Mobile Library Service to offer free 
refreshments in the Church Rooms whilst the Library Van parks 
in the car park. 

Whether you want to come along for coffee, company or 


books you are welcome. 


Mobile Library stops in Welford... 





14.00 to 14.20 The Church 





Why not take your event outdoors? 
14.25 to 14.45 The Church Rooms 


‘ , 11 July 2017 
Great for parties, weddings and events! (with refreshments from 14.00 to 15.00) eee 
22 August 2017 
WWW.POPUPHIRE.CO.UK 14.50 to 15.10 The Maypole 12 September 2017 


01789 267000 info@sketts.co.uk 
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THE WELFORD PLAN OBJECTIVES FOR THE 

PERIOD 2011-2031 

1. The Heritage Assets of the village and the surrounding 

countryside, its character and street scene will have 
been conserved. These assets include listed buildings, 
conservation areas, important views and open spaces, 
sites of special scientific interest (SSSIs), river 
amenities and other specified sites. 

2. The rural nature of the parish with open countryside, 
mature woodland with pleasant views set in a green 
environment will have been preserved. 

. The separate identity of Welford-on-Avon and adjacent 
settlements will have been maintained. 

4. Excellent infrastructure will support an expanded range 
of community and business activities including a 
flourishing home working economy. 

. Infrastructure to meet the needs of all new 
developments which impact on the parish will have 
been secured in advance of their construction. This 
includes the provision of primary school places at 
Welford School and the provision of adequate waste 


eS) 


N 


water systems. 

6. A mix of market and affordable housing developments 
that achieve the ambition of the SDC Local Plan in the 
period to 2031 will have been provided in a sustainable, 
phased manner and sympathetically integrated into the 
village environment. 

7. Excellent design of all new development reflecting the 
character of the village will be championed. 

8..A multi-purpose community meeting place and sports 
facilities will support recreational and sporting 
activities for all age groups. 

9. Traffic will have been managed and through traffic will 
have been controlled thus ensuring the village roads are 
safe for all residents. Any development will minimise 
commuting and traffic movements. 

10. Public transport will have been improved, and the 
extensive network of footpaths and cycle ways further 
developed and maintained. 

11. Sustainable green and low energy consumption using 
existing and emerging technologies will have been 
championed. 

Note: Objectives 1-7 will be delivered primarily through 
The Welford Plan and the planning system whilst the 
italicised objectives 8-11 will be delivered primarily under 
the auspices of Welford-on-Avon Parish Council as 
projects. 
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WELFORD PLAN: PLANNING POLICIES 
(SUMMARISED) 

A. Heritage & Environment (HE) 

Welford-on-Avon understands that it has a major 
responsibility to protect, preserve and enhance the village’s 
distinctive character and the built and natural environment 
under our stewardship. Previous village consultations 
leading to the creation of the Village Design Statement in 
1998 and the Parish Plan in 2007 indicated the importance 
of heritage to village residents. The consultation on 6th 
April 2014 on the initial Welford Plan policies 
demonstrated overwhelming support for the proposed 
Heritage and Environment policies as presented at that time. 
HE1. Important Views - When considering new 
development proposals in and around the village of 
Welford-on-Avon, consideration will be given to the 
protection of the important views.. 

HE2. Local Green Spaces - The following areas (including 
their flora and fauna) are of particular importance to the 
local community and are designated as Local Green Spaces: 
eg: Cress Hill (complete list in the Plan) 

HE3. Development which impacts Local Green Spaces - 
Development on any Local Green Space, as identified in 
Policy HE2, will only be supported in very special 
circumstances. 

HE4. The Conservation Area and other Heritage Assets 
- Development within or adjacent to the Welford on Avon 
Conservation Area, and/or comprising a heritage asset or 
within the setting of a heritage asset, will be supported 
providing it conserves or enhances the Conservation Area 
or heritage asset. 

HES. Open Countryside - The intrinsic character and 
beauty of the open countryside lying outside the Welford- 
on-Avon Built up Area Boundary should be preserved. 
HE6. Gap between Welford and Weston - Development 
beyond the built up boundary of Welford on Avon which 
results in the reduction of the gap with Weston on Avon 
will be resisted, unless the proposals comply with Policy 
HES5 (Open Countryside) and specifically allow for the 
preservation of the identity and integrity of the two 
settlements. 

HE7. Landscape Design - Where relevant, given its scale 
and nature, new development will be encouraged to have 
regard to existing mature trees and support the planting of 
new trees and shrubs, further to the guidance within the 
Stratford on Avon District Design Guide or subsequent 
equivalent document. Particular encouragement is given to 
the use of natural hedging. 

HES8. Allotments - Development that enhances the use of 
the allotments in Headland Road will be supported. 
Development at the site that detracts from its use as 
allotments, will be resisted. 
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EVERETT MEAD 


YOU VE WORKED 
HARD FOR LT. 





Everett Mead are specialists in insurance for high value homes, 
listed and thatched; as well as high levels of contents and jewellery. 
Bespoke policies can also be arranged for holiday homes, overseas 
homes, second homes, and landlords insurance. 


Buildings Insurance 

World Wide Cover on Contents 

Trace and Access 

Alternative Accommodation for up to 5 year * 
Contents in Halls of Residence/Residential Care * 


Home Emergency Cover * 





= 


Free Identity Family Legal 


Protection®™ from Assistance* from 


i 
gids } 
he ‘al 
Neeaeail 


Kelda Barn, Sandfields Farm, 


Luddington, CV3/ 9SW 
01789 613075 


www.everett-mead.co.uk 


Fexperian Allianz 





* These are based on products provided by Home and Legacy. If we offer another policy due to your requirements 
we will notify you as the features may change, these would also be identified within your quotation, summary and 
policy wording. 


info@everett-mead.co.uk 


Everett Mead Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under number 754651 








HE®9. Flood Risk - Proposals for fluvial management which 
reduce the risk of flooding in Flood Zones 2 and 3 will be 
supported providing that appropriate landscaping 1s 
included. Development within these Flood Zones will be 
resisted unless: It 1s demonstrably neutral or beneficial to 
the capacity of these flood zones, the risk of flooding to 
existing properties 1s not increased, and It does not result in 
any additional properties being placed at risk of flooding. 


B. Infrastructure (INF) 

A number of services are critical to the successful 
development of a thriving village in 2031. Some services 
are already under strain whereas others are woefully 
inadequate and must be addressed. The key areas are: 
drainage, super fast broadband (wired and wireless) , mains 
water pressure, flood defence/protection from the River 
Avon, surface water / waste water flooding, electricity 
supply reliability & alternative energy supply options. 
INF1. Dark Skies - Development should aim to minimise 
light pollution by avoiding obtrusive external property and 
street lighting. 

INF2. Infrastructure - New development should have 
regard to the following core infrastructure services 
delivered to the area; superfast broadband, a mains water 
supply, flood defence measures relating to the River Avon; 
the control of surface and waste water and the reliable 
supply of electricity. 

INF3. Access to Primary Education - New residential 
development which could generate a need for school places, 
will be supported where there are adequate primary school 
places at local schools or where the development includes 
proposals to allow adequate places to be created. 


C. Economic Development 

The proportion of economically active residents who 
commute to and from the village is high. Over recent years, 
the number engaged in traditional rural activities has 
significantly reduced. Local businesses typically employ 
small numbers of people, for example Reids Storage, Kerr 
and Noble, Findons Nurseries, Welford Marina and the 
local public houses. 

SDC’s Core Strategy amply provides policies to support 
economic development in a village such as Welford so it 
was concluded that no specific Welford Plan policies were 
required. 


D. Housing & Land Use (HLU) 
As a general principle, housing developments will be 
supported which: 
¢ meet established local housing needs. 
¢ comply with SDC’s Core Strategy. 
¢ comply with policies (such as size and dispersal) 
identified in 'the Welford Plan’. 
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¢ are delivered in a sustainable way consistent with our 
village environment. 
HLU1. New Residential Development - New residential 
development will have specific regard to the role of 
Category 2 Local Service Villages as identified in the 
Stratford-on-Avon District Council Core Strategy. 
Proposals for new residential development within the built 
up area boundary of Welford-on-Avon will be supported on 
infill sites. New residential development beyond the 
boundary should also take account of Policy HES (Open 
Countryside) and Policy HE6 (Gap between Welford and 
Weston). 
HLU2. Design Excellence - New development is 
encouraged to adopt high levels of design quality. Where 
appropriate depending on its scales and nature, it should 
have regard to the Stratford-on-Avon Design Guide and 
Building for Life 12 criteria, or equivalent superseding 
guidance. 
HLU3. Footpaths & Cycle Ways - Development sites that 
abut public rights of way, including footpaths and/or cycle 
ways, are encouraged to consider the use of natural hedging 
as boundary treatment in order to enhance the 
environmental and public amenity of these paths. 
HLU4. New Residential Development Mix and Type - 
New Residential Development should reflect the mix 
defined in the Core Strategy. Proposals for the following 
types of development will be particularly supported: 
¢ Local Choice schemes based on objectively assessed 
local housing needs 
¢ The provision of dwellings appropriate to older 
residents wishing to down-size, including bungalows 
¢ Houses specifically designed for first-time buyers 
¢ Extra Care accommodation, as defined by 
Warwickshire County Council. 
HLUS. Garden and Back-land Development - 
Development in residential gardens, back-land development 
and tandem development will be supported if it: 
¢ does not have a detrimental effect on the surrounding 
area and neighbouring properties; 
¢ does not have the potential for loss of amenity of 
neighbouring properties; through loss of privacy, loss 
of daylight or loss of car parking, and 
¢ is of a scale and size suitable for the plot. 
HLU6. Development at the village edge - Development at 
the edge of the village and visible from the surrounding 
open countryside will be supported providing it creates a 
sensitive transition from the countryside to the village. 
HLU7. Caravan sites - Applications for new or extended 
caravan sites for holiday or permanent residence, or 
proposals to amend extant permission for holiday caravans 
to allow for permanent residency, will be assessed on their 
individual merits. 
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riche 


Bs HOME FINDERS 





utions... Not Promises 


SALES | RENTALS | RELOCATION 


01789 532211 





(‘OTSWOLD 





LJ PHOLSTERY 


Serving the Cotswolds and 
Surrounding areas 
e Re-Upholstery - wide range of 
fabrics and leather 
¢ Wing Arm Chairs, Suites, 
Chaise Longue ’ ii 
¢ Loose Covers 
¢ Frame/Spring Repairs 









Call us on 
01789 621156 
or 07956 910701 


Over 30 years experience 
Domestic and Commercial 


TAA TAL Fc Tani(ed 4s alia=)m(e)eat=) male (-esmee me | 4 


Reids Estate, Welford Road, Long Marston, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8RA 








7 days a week - 8.00am to 9.00pm 





== Bidford Community Library, Bramley Way, Bidford 


Jie Aerials 






Digital, DAB and FM Aerials 
Registered Sky Installer 
Distribution Systems 
Suppliers of LCD & Plasma TV’s 
Sonos Audio Supplier 
HD Media Installer 


Jon Turner 
Proprietor 


Web: www.itaerials.com 
Email: jtaerials@aol.com 
01789 750645 07796 616513 


Monday and Tuesday 10.00am to 4.30pm 
Friday 10.00am to 6.00pm, Saturday 10.00am to 12 noon 
Email: bidfordlibrary@gmail.com Telephone 01789 773239. 


At our community hub we offer activities and social groups so 
we are much more than just a library. Call in and see us! 


Bidford-on-Avon Tennis Club 


(Behind the Crawford Memorial Hall, Salford Road, Bidford) 
Well-established, 2 court friendly tennis club 


Use of floodlights for evening play 


Awarded the Clubmark by the Lawn Tennis Association 
All ages and abilities welcome. Coaching available. 


Club nights: Thursday evenings from 7.00pm, 
Simon Price: Membership Secretary on: 01789 772032 
or www.bidfordtennisclub.co.uk 





GeGrinen copyright and database rehis 2017 
Ordnance Survey 0100053560 


Defined Built up Area Boundary for Welford on Avon 


PARISH COUNCIL PROJECTS 

The survey conducted as part of evidence gathering for "The 
Welford Plan’ identified a number of projects that are not 
appropriate to be achieved through the planning process but 
which might be taken forward at the discretion of the Parish 
Council. 

Objective 8 - A multi-purpose community meeting place 
and sports facilities will support recreational and sporting 
activities for all age groups. 

Objective 9 - Traffic will have been managed and through 
traffic will have been controlled thus ensuring the village 
roads are safe for all residents. Any development will 
minimise commuting and traffic movements. 

Objective 10 - Public transport will have been improved, 
and the extensive network of footpaths and cycle ways 
further developed. 

Objective 11 - Sustainable green and low energy 
consumption using existing and emerging technologies will 
have been championed. 


The full text can be obtained from the Welford on Avon 
Parish Council Clerk at welfordpc@yahoo.co.uk 
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Community Speed Watch 


We are starting to feel that we are making a difference, 
speeds are certainly coming down and we are “catching” 
and reporting fewer offenders. 

Over the past few weeks the six volunteers within the 
scheme have been very active on Long Marston Road, 
High Street, Binton Road and Barton Road - you may 
well have seen us; well you cannot really miss us in our 
hi-vis jackets. 

It is however a concern that we are now recognising 
the serial offender and unfortunately the village resident 
who may not be driving at a reportable speed, but is 
certainly pushing the limits. It is our village that has the 
problem with speed and it is a sad reflection that we are 
unable to respect our own village and community by 
setting an example. With the volume of traffic going 
through the village, particularly at peak times, then one 
vehicle under the speed limit results in a queue of cars 
travelling at that speed. 

A recent exercise on Barton Road allowed us to 
monitor traffic along Headland Road. We observed the 
traffic from 2.30 pm until approximately 3.30 pm. Of 
concern to all of us was that a considerable number of 
vehicles travelled along Headland Road, with all the 
parked cars waiting to collect children, at or about 28mph 
- yes under the speed limit but when children are about is 
this not too fast? Were you one of the drivers? We will 
leave that to your conscience! 


We do get a lot of positive response both from drivers 
and from pedestrians as they pass our observation points; 
yes there is the occasional negative gesture, but to date 
that is about the limit. 

The volume of traffic passing through the village are 
quite stunning. Recent counts during the speed 
monitoring sessions have been a) 531 between 7.00 and 
8.00 on one Tuesday morning; b) 469 between 8.00 and 
9.00 on a Wednesday morning; and even 137 on Monday 
evening between 7.00pm and 8.00pm. 

It is our village; the GOM (Grumpy Old Men) 
meeting outside the shop most mornings invariably have 
some comment to pass about the volume and speed of the 
traffic. We need more volunteers - please help. It is only 
45 minutes to 1 hour of your time but every little helps in 
tackling this ongoing problem that will only get worse if 
we are not seen to be taking action. Hi-vis jackets work! 
Ian Edwards 
01789 750269 
froswick@btinternet.com 
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What's on in Welford 


Weston Strawberry Fayre 
3:00 pm — 5:00 pm Sunday, 23rd July - All Saints 
Church, Weston 


Mobile Library Service 
2:00 pm Tuesday, 1st August - Various locations 


Parish Council Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 1st August - Memorial Hall 


Heart of England Forest Open Day 
10:00 am Saturday, 12th August & 10:00 am 


Saturday, 12th August - Heroes & Villains Garden 


Butterfly Walk 
1:00 pm Saturday, 19th August - Heart of England 
Forest 


Mobile Library Service 


2:00 pm Tuesday, 22nd August - Various locations 


Parish Council Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 22nd August - Memorial Hall 


Overspload — Live Music Event 
12:00 pm Saturday, 2nd September - The 
Shakespeare Inn 


Parish Council Meeting 


7:15 pm Tuesday, 5th September - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Planning Meeting 


7:15 pm Tuesday, 19th September - Memorial Hall 


History Society — Shakespeare's Money 
7:30 pm Friday, 29th September - Memorial Hall 


Mix is for people with additional 
. . cpa 
Vi 1X needs, their families, 
friends and carers 


* Mix is about us and God 

* Mix has got food, drinks, music, drama, 
story telling, arts and crafts 

* Mix is free and it's for all ages 

* Mix is on the 3 Sunday of the month 
(except April and August) 

* Mix starts at 3.30 in the afternoon 

* Mix lasts an hour and a half 

* Mix is at the Barn, Waterloo Road, 
Bidford, B50 4JN 

* Mix works in partnership with local 
Christian churches 


Remaining MIX dates for 2017... 


No MIX inAugust 17th September 15th October 
19th November 17th December 


If you normally need the support of a carer, please bring 
them too 


Flyers for MIX are available on the table near the door 
in St. Peter's Church, Welford 


To find out more 
e-mail Ruth (ruth.shipman@googlemail.com) 
or phone Yvette (01789 750006) 





Village Directory 


Local Council 


Parish Council 


Chairman Simon Carter 
Parish Clerk Cat Price 
Finance, Deputy Chair Peter Martin 
Planning, Synder Meadow Jamie Hockaday 
Traffic, Flood Action Group Debbie Jones 
Village Maintenance, School Liaison James Kimpton 
Community Liaison, Cress Hill - Vacancy 
Footpaths, Defibrillators Brian Stanford 
Responsible Finance Officer John Wibberley 
Parish Website Manager Colin Winston 


T: 0771 521 1340 (office hours only please) 
E: welfordpc@yahoo.co.uk 


District Councillor County Councillor 
Peter Barnes Mike Brain 
T: 01789 750837 T: 01789 720728 


E: peter.barnes@stratford-dc.gov.uk _E: cllrbrain@warwickshire.gov.uk 


Community 
Allotments Over 60s Club 
Linda Horrocks T: 01789 750580 (Jean Stone) 
E: peterhorrocks@doctors.net.uk 
Scout & Guide Groups 
Art Group | T: 01789 750650 (Cathy Millwood) 
T: 01789 750940 (Jill Rose) 
Welford Wives 
History Society T: 01789 751400 (Sue Hook) 
T: 01789 750716 (Brad Plimmer) 
Police Community Support 
EL Crisis Officer 
T: 01789 750329 (Jan Harris) Becky Morris 
T: 07823 533488 
Oil Consortium 
T: 01789 750793 (Glenis Dyer) Safer Neighbourhood Team 
E: glenisdyer@gmail.com E: alcestersouth.snt@warwickshire.pnn. police. uk 
Sports 
= pots Club Cricket Club 
T: 01789 751488 (Chris Fox) 1: 07974 147182 (Wyn Owen) 
Bowls Club Football Club 


T: 01789 750531 (Marjorie Woodhall) — W: welfordfootballclub.co.uk 


Amenities 
The Bell Methodist Church 
T: 01789 750353 Ros Murph 
W :thebellwelford.co.uk 1: 01789 740538 
E: RMOLJ8)RO@gmail.com 
The Four Alls 
T: 01789 751329 St Peter's Church 
W: thefourallswelfordonavon.co.uk Rev Ros Greenhaigh 
T: 01789 751546 
mlaypore Bute Butchers 
89 750213 The = narespeate 
E aaaanarecermel com T: 01789 751116 
W: maypolebutchers.co.uk W: theshakespeareinnwelford.co.uk 
Lal ds Stores Welford Garage 
89 750266 1: 01789 750200 
Memorial Hall Welford on Avon Primary School 
T: 07548 129880 T: 01789 750 214 


If you have any feedback please contact: 
welfordmatters@gmail.com 


Please direct all advertising queries to: 
welfordadverts@gmail.com 


